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A good way to learn more about writing an Introduction is careful study of the 
approaches that other authors take. Spend time examining the way the authors you cite 
structure their Introductions. Evaluate how well they succeed in clearly laying out their 
arguments, and adopt the approaches you think are effective. Don’t reinvent the wheel.

REVISIT AND RESPOND

•• How can the quality of your title affect the likelihood that someone will read your 
paper? What is the function of keywords? A research paper is shaped like an 
__________. Explain what should be covered in each section (Abstract, Introduc-
tion, Method, Results, Discussion). What does it mean when someone says you 
are “stacking abstracts?” To avoid stacking abstracts, describe three different 
ways you can organize your literature.

Citing and Quoting From the Literature

When you integrate the literature, you will be citing the work of others. These citations can be 
placed in open text or within parentheses. The advice from several sources (Bem, 2004; Ken-
dall et al., 2000) is to put most citations within parentheses (a less high-profile position), not 
in open text. Open-text citations should be saved for research that has great impact or will be a 
centerpiece for your work. A corollary is to start your sentences with content, not with authors.

  Try This Now

Consider the difference between the following two choices. Given 
our previous discussion, which is preferred?

1.	 Nasar and Devlin (2011) found that personalization and 
orderliness were positively related to judgments of the 
therapist’s competence.

2.	 Personalization and orderliness were positively related to 
judgments of the therapist’s competence (Nasar & Devlin, 2011).

Option 2 is preferred. Your review of the literature is not directly about the researchers; 
it is about the research. For that reason, authors’ names are secondary; their placement 
should reflect that status.


